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INTRODUCTION: 

There are a significant number of traditions and opinions from the patristic writers, which 
have been used on both sides of this debate about the date of the book of Revelation. But very 
little of that uninspired patristic testimony carries any weight, simply because most of it can not 
be confirmed at the mouth of two or more reliable first century eyewitnesses. Most of it is merely 
external hearsay evidence and opinion, and some of it even tends to contradict scripture. 

Over 130 authors, most of whom are futurists, have advocated a pre-AD 70 date for the 
book of Revelation. And almost all of them place it during the reign of Nero (AD 54-68). But 
such a long list of writers is not a strong argument for the early date. Truth is never determined 
by majority vote or a popularity contest. It does not matter how many names we can stack up on 
either side of this debate.  

What does matter, however, are the reasons that these writers give to support the early date, 
and especially the evidence inside the book of Revelation which points most clearly and 
forcefully to a pre-70 date. The only kind of evidence that can decide this issue is biblical 
evidence, and especially that evidence which comes from inside the book of Revelation itself. So 
we will be focusing a lot of our attention on the internal evidence for a pre-70 date of the book of 
Revelation.  

As we all know, the interpretation of most Biblical books is not significantly affected by 
differences of opinion about its date of composition. But the book of Revelation is a clear 
exception to that. Its meaning and application is radically affected by its date of writing. 

There are two basic theories on this. Probably a majority of futurists date the book in 95 AD, 
just before Domitian died. However, almost all preterists, especially full preterists, date the book 
before 70 AD. But that is where it starts to get fuzzy. If we ask five different full preterist 
teachers for a precise year before 70 AD when the Apocalypse was written, we are likely to get 
five different answers. But I believe we can do better than that. 

And since Dr. Kenneth Gentry has already done such a marvelous job of proving that the 
book of Revelation was written Before Jerusalem Fell, we will not spend many words here to 
cover that ground. After pointing out the main evidence for a pre-70 date, we will then focus the 
rest of our time on nailing down an exact year when it was most likely written. 

 
So here is the outline we will be following in this session: 

1. General Evidence for a Pre-70 Date 
2. Evidence for a Pre-66 Date 
3. Evidence for a Pre-64 Date 
4. Evidence for a Pre-63 Date 
5. Evidence for a Mid-to-Late 62 Date 

 
First we will examine the evidence that indicates a general pre-70 date. Next we will show 

that it was written before the Zealot rebellion broke out in the Spring of 66, as well as before the 
Neronic persecution began in the Summer of 64. Then we will narrow it down even further to a 



 

  

tight range of seven months between John’s exile to Patmos in April or May of 62 and the 
release of Paul from his first Roman imprisonment in early 63.  

As you can see, we are working backwards from AD 70 to see if we can nail down a much 
more narrow range of dates for the Apocalypse. This method of working backwards from a fixed 
historical point to narrow down a range of dates is what we call historical reconstruction. That is 
the methodology I used in my historical book, Final Decade Before the End. And it will serve us 
very well in this study of the date of Revelation. 

You might want to have your Bible open to the book of Revelation as we go through this 
historical and contextual exercise.  

At the beginning and end of the Apocalypse there are several statements which claim the 
radical nearness of the events mentioned here. And throughout the book there are numerous 
allusions to historical conditions and situations that were unique to a pre-70 timeframe, which 
cannot apply after AD 70. 
 

Rev. 1:1--3  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the 
things which must soon take place; and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His 
bond-servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, 
even to all that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 
prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

Rev. 3:10-11 ‘Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the 
hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those 
who dwell on the earth. ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will 
take your crown. 

Rev. 22:6-7  And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true”; and the Lord, the God of the 
spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must 
soon take place. “And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of 
the prophecy of this book.” 

Rev. 22:10  And he  said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 
near. 

Rev. 22:12  “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man 
according to what he has done. 

Rev. 22:20  He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus. 

 
• These TIME statements are too many and too varied to dismiss. If soon did not mean "soon" to 

them, how can it mean soon to us? Indeed, how can it ever be fulfilled if it was not fulfilled 
within the "soon" timeframe that John stated here?  

• Daniel was told to seal up his book "until the time of the end" (Dan 12:4). But John is told NOT 
to seal up his book "because the time is at hand" (Rev 22:10). Furthermore, Daniel was told 
that more information about the End of Days (the Last Days) would be given at the time of the 
end, and the book of Revelation appears to be that very revelation that was promised! 

 
• The book of Revelation deals with four major events: 

1. The Soon Coming of Christ 
2. The death of one of the horns of the Beast 
3. The downfall of the Great City Babylon (the Harlot) 
4. The end to a very threatening great tribulation 

 
And as we have seen, the Apocalypse repeatedly affirms the radical nearness of Christ's 

return and these other end-time events. At the beginning and the end of the book it says that 



 

  

“these things must take place soon” because “the time” for their fulfillment was “at hand”. And 
here is the point that our futurist brothers need to carefully consider:  

 
If the book was written in AD 95 (like futurists think) then they will have to find 
some major event which happened shortly after 95 AD which was significant 
enough to call it “the Second Coming”, the death of one of the horns of the Beast, 
the destruction of the Great City Babylon, and the end of a very threatening 
great tribulation which would see a great multitude of martyrs killed from every 
nation! How did all four of those things occur shortly after 95 AD? 

 
The city of Rome didn’t fall for another 400 years! The Roman persecution didn’t end in AD 

95, and didn’t end until two and a half centuries later! Nothing significant to both Jews and 
Christians happened shortly after AD 95! That alone shows that 95 AD has to be the wrong 
date, and that 70 AD has to be the right one! Revelation must be discussing 70 AD, an event so 
important that the Bible couldn’t ignore it and deal instead with lesser-important events (like the 
death of Domitian). 

And from the Jewish viewpoint, it would be unthinkable that God would have wiped out His 
chosen people without at least one book of prophecy dealing with it! Even the lesser-important 
Babylonian destruction of 586 BC had numerous prophetic books written about it (before, during 
and afterwards), and the language describing that destruction is extremely similar to the language 
in Revelation. Before God disciplined His people He always raised up prophets to warn the 
people to repent, especially if there was going to be a massive destruction (like AD 70)! And He 
always gave them written books of prophecy in connection with those destructions. It just 
doesn’t seem likely that God would devote a whole book of prophecy to the death of some pagan 
ruler like Domitian in 96 AD, and not give an even more detailed book of prophecy about 
apostate Israel’s massive destruction! Revelation must be that book! 

What “Great City” important to Christians and Jews fell “shortly” after 95 AD? What great 
persecution which was a real threat to the church ended “shortly” after 95 AD? None did! But 
according to Jesus in Matthew 24, it was the destruction of Jerusalem which would see a coming 
of Christ in connection with it. And there was certainly a fulfillment of the downfall of the Great 
City and an end to the great tribulation in connection with the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. 
 

1. GENERAL EVIDENCE FOR A PRE-70 DATE: 
 
There are several passages inside Revelation which point clearly to a date before 70 AD. Let's 
look at some of them: 
 
Many commentaries note that the theme of the book is found in Rev 1:7 – 
 

Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. [Rev. 1:7] 

 
Notice that the eyes which would see Him coming with the clouds would include at least some of 
“those who pierced him.” Think about that. Are any of those folks who pierced Jesus still alive 
today? And this theme verse sets the stage for four other places in the book where Jesus 
repeatedly affirms the nearness of His coming at the time when the book was written: 
 



 

  

Rev. 3:11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 
Rev. 22:7  “And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of 

this book.” 
Rev. 22:12  “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man 

according to what he has done. 
Rev. 22:20  He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus. 
 
And as a matter of historical fact, Josephus documented the very “day and hour” of His 
appearance in the sky with His angelic armies [Josephus Wars 6.299-300 (6.5.3)]. The futurists 
have nothing like this to show that Christ came shortly after 95 AD. 
 
Rev 11:1-2 – The temple was still standing at the time of writing, and Jerusalem had not yet 

been trampled underfoot for 42 months. The temple was still in existence and continuing to 
function at the time of writing. This demands a demands a pre-70 date. Note especially what 
verse 2 says: "they will [future tense] tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months." 
Notice the future tense here. This is a very clear reference to a future (but imminent) 
destruction of Jerusalem which would occur over a 42-month period. And John was told to 
measure the temple, thereby implying its doom and imminent destruction.  

 
Rev. 11:8 indicates that “The Great City” was Jerusalem (“where also their Lord was crucified”). 
Jerusalem was also quite often compared “mystically” to Sodom and Egypt, by the Old 
Testament Prophets, by Jesus, and by John as well. 
 

And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which mystically is called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. [Rev. 11:8] 

 
And, the statements in Rev. 18:24 seem to identify the Great City even more clearly: 
 

And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and of all who have been 
slain on the earth. [Rev 18:24] 

 
When this verse is compared to Luke 13:33ff, it is obvious that Jerusalem is the Great City 
under discussion here. It wouldn’t fit Rome or any other city. There is overwhelming evidence 
inside the book for a pre-70 date.  

When this is compared with Jesus’ statements in Luke 13:33-35 and Matthew 23:29-39, one 
can see that the “Great City” mentioned in the book of Revelation is Jerusalem, not Rome! Jesus 
says that Jerusalem is the city that “kills the prophets,” and that the “guilt for all the righteous 
blood shed on earth” would fall upon Jerusalem in that generation (Matt. 23:34-37). Upon 
comparing these statements of Jesus with Revelation 18:24, the conclusion is inescapable: 
Jerusalem is the “Great City”! And, if the book of Revelation is dealing with the downfall of 
Jerusalem, it must have been written before AD 70 in order to predict it.  
 
Rev 11:8 – talks about the dead bodies of the two witnesses lying in the street of the Great City 

“where also their Lord was crucified.” There is only one city on earth which fits that 
description (Jerusalem).  

Rev 11:8 - The bodies of the two witnesses lay in the streets of the Great City "where their Lord 
was crucified". It obviously had to be written before the bodies of Two Witnesses lay 



 

  

unburied in the streets of Jerusalem (AD 69-70). And the conditions inside the Great City 
(Jerusalem) at the time of the two witnesses further demands that it was written before the 
siege of Jerusalem. John said that the dead corpses of the Two Witnesses were left in the 
street unburied for three and a half days. There was only one period of time during the Jewish 
War when those conditions occurred inside Jerusalem (late 69 and 70). Josephus and 
Yosippon tell us about it: 
 

War 4:381 (4.6.3) But these zealots came at last to that degree of barbarity, as not to bestow a burial 
either on those slain in the city, or on those that lay along the roads;  
War 4:382 (4.6.3) but as if they had made an agreement to cancel both the laws of their country and 
the laws of nature, and, at the same time that they defiled men with their wicked actions, they would 
pollute the Divinity itself also,  
War 4:383 (4.6.3) they left the dead bodies to putrefy under the sun: and the same punishment was 
allotted to such as buried any, as to those that deserted, which was no other than death; while he that 
granted the favor of a grave to another, would presently stand in need of a grave himself.  
War 4:384 (4.6.3) To say all in a word, no other gentle passion was so entirely lost among them as 
mercy; for what were the greatest objects of pity did most of all irritate these wretches, and they 
transferred their rage from the living to those that had been slain, and from the dead to the living.  
War 4:385 (4.6.3) Nay the terror was so very great, that he who survived called them that were first 
dead happy, as being at rest already; as did those that were under torture in the prisons, declare, that, 
upon this comparison, those that lay unburied were the happiest.  
 

[December 69] 
War 5:11 ¶ (5.1.3) But now the tyrant Simon, the son of Gioras, whom the people had invited in, out 
of the hopes they had of his assistance in the great distresses they were in, having in his power the 
upper city, and a great part of the lower, did now make more vehement assaults upon John and his 
party, because they were fought against from above also; yet was he beneath their situation, when he 
attacked them, as they were beneath the attacks of the others above them.  
War 5:12 (5.1.3) Whereby it came to pass, that John [of Gischala] did both receive and inflict great 
damage, and that easily, as he was fought against on both sides; and the same advantage that Eleazar 
and his party had over him, since he was beneath them, the same advantage had he, by his higher 
situation over Simon.  
War 5:13 (5.1.3) On which account he easily repelled the attacks that were made from beneath, by the 
weapons thrown from their hands only; but was obliged to repel those that threw darts from the temple 
above him, by his engines of war;  
War 5:14 (5.1.3) for he had such engines as threw darts, and javelins, and stones, and that in no small 
number, by which he did not only defend himself from such as fought against him, but slew moreover 
many of the priests, as they were about their sacred ministrations;  
War 5:15 (5.1.3) for notwithstanding these men were made with all sorts of impiety, yet did they still 
admit those that desired to offer their sacrifices, although they took care to search the people of their 
own country beforehand, and both suspected and watched them; while they were not so much afraid of 
strangers, who, although they had gotten leave of them, how cruel soever they were, to come into that 
court, were yet often destroyed by this sedition:  
War 5:16 (5.1.3) for those darts that were thrown by the engines came with that force, that they went 
all over the buildings, and reached as far as the altar, and the temple itself, and fell upon the priests, 
and those that were about the sacred offices;  
War 5:17 (5.1.3) insomuch that in any persons who came thither with great zeal from the ends of the 
earth, to offer sacrifices at this celebrated place, which was esteemed holy by all mankind, fell down 
before their own sacrifices themselves, and sprinkled that altar which was venerable among all 
men, both Greeks and Barbarians, with their own blood;  
War 5:18 (5.1.3) till the dead bodies of strangers were mingled together with those of their own 
country, and those of profane persons with those of the priests, and the blood of all sorts of dead 
carcasses stood in lakes in the holy courts themselves.  
War 5:19 (5.1.3) And now, “O most wretched city, what misery so great as this didst thou suffer from 
the Romans, when they came to purify thee from they intestine hatred! For thou couldst be no longer a 



 

  

place fit for God, nor couldst thou longer continue in being, after thou hadst been a sepulcher for 
the bodies of thine own people, and hadst made the holy house itself a burying-place in this civil 
war of thine! Yet mayest thou again grow better, if perchance thou wilt hereafter appease the anger of 
that God who is the author of thy destruction.” 
War 5:20 (5.1.3) But I must restrain myself from these passions by the rules of history, since this is 
not a proper time for domestic lamentations, but for historical narrations; I therefore return to the 
operations that follow in this sedition.  
War 5:21 ¶ (5.1.4) And now there were three treacherous factions in the city, the one parted from 
the other. Eleazar and his party, that kept the sacred firstfruits, came against John in their cups. Those 
that were with John plundered the populace, and went out with zeal against Simon. This Simon had his 
supply of provisions from the city, in oppositions to the seditious.  
War 5:22 (5.1.4) When, therefore, John was assaulted on both sides, he made his men turn about, 
throwing his darts upon those citizens that came up against him, from the cloisters he had in his 
possession, while he opposed those that attacked him from the temple by his engines of war;  
War 5:23 (5.1.4) and if at any time he was freed from those that were above him, which happened 
frequently, from their being drunk and tired, he sallied out with a great number upon Simon and his 
party;  
War 5:24 (5.1.4) and this he did always in such parts of the city as he could come at, till he set on fire 
those houses that were full of corn, and of all other provisions. The same thing was done by Simon, 
when, upon the other’s retreat, he attacked the city also; as if they had, on purpose, done it to serve the 
Romans, by destroying what the city had laid up against the siege, and by thus cutting off the 
nerves of their own power.  
War 5:25 (5.1.4) Accordingly, it so came to pass, that all the places that were about the temple were 
burnt down, and were become an intermediate desert space, ready for fighting on both sides, and that 
almost all the corn was burnt, which would have been sufficient for a siege of many years.  
War 5:26 (5.1.4) So they were taken by the means of the famine, which it was impossible they should 
have been, unless they had thus prepared the way for it by this procedure.  
War 5:27 ¶ (5.1.5) And now, as the city was engaged in a war on all sides, from these treacherous 
crowds of wicked men, the people of the city, between them, were like a great body torn in pieces.  
War 5:28 (5.1.5) The aged men and the women were in such distress by their internal calamities, that 
they wished for the Romans, and earnestly hoped for an external war, in order to their delivery from 
their domestic miseries.  
War 5:29 (5.1.5) The citizens themselves were under a terrible consternation and fear; nor had they 
any opportunity of taking counsel, and of changing their conduct, nor were there any hopes of coming 
to an agreement with their enemies; nor could such as had a mind flee away;  
War 5:30 (5.1.5) for guards were set at all places, and the heads of the robbers, although they were 
seditious one against another in other respects, yet did they agree in killing those that were for peace 
with the Romans, or were suspected of an inclination to desert to them, as their common enemies.  
War 5:31 (5.1.5) They agreed in nothing but this, to kill those that were innocent. The noise also of 
those that were fighting was incessant, both by day and by night; but the lamentation of those that 
mourned exceeded the other;  
War 5:32 (5.1.5) nor was there ever any occasion for them to leave off there lamentations, because 
their calamities came perpetually one upon another, although the deep consternation they were in 
prevented their outward wailing; but, being constrained by their fear to conceal their inward passions, 
they were inwardly tormented, without daring to open their lips in groans.  
War 5:33 (5.1.5) Nor was any regard paid to those that were still alive, by their relations; nor was 
there any care taken of burial for those that were dead; the occasion of both which was this, that 
everyone despaired of himself; for those that were not among the seditious had no great desires of 
anything, as expecting for certain that they should very soon be destroyed;  
War 5:34 (5.1.5) but, for the seditious themselves, they fought against each other, while they trod 
upon the dead bodies as they lay heaped one upon another, and taking up a made rage from those 
dead bodies that were under their feet, became the fiercer thereupon.  
 

War 5:512 ¶ (5.12.3) So all hope of escaping was now cut off from the Jews, together with their 
liberty of going out of the city. Then did the famine widen its progress, and devoured the people by 
whole houses and families;  



 

  

War 5:513 (5.12.3) the upper rooms were full of women and children that were dying by famine; and 
the lanes of the city were full of the dead bodies of the aged; the children also and the young men 
wandered about the marketplaces like shadows, all swelled with the famine, and fell down dead 
wheresoever their misery seized them.  
War 5:514 (5.12.3) As for burying them, those that were sick themselves were not able to do it; and 
those that were hearty and well were deterred from doing it by the great multitude of those dead 
bodies, and by the uncertainty there was how soon they should die themselves, for many died as they 
were burying others, and many went to their coffins before that fatal hour was come! 
 

War 5:518 (5.12.3) Now the seditious at first gave orders that the dead should be buried out of the 
public treasury, as not enduring the stench of their dead bodies. But afterwards, when they could not do 
that, they had them cast down from the walls into the valleys beneath.  

 

According to Yosippon chapter 73, written about the horrible conditions inside Jerusalem just 
before Titus raised the siege in the Spring of AD 70, the writer of Yosippon bemoans how the 
city and temple were so polluted with the dead corpses laying everywhere unburied. He calls 
upon Moses, Aaron, Joshua, David and Elisha to awake out of Sheol and intervene on behalf of 
the Jewish people. If Moses and Elijah did appear in Jerusalem at this time, it would not have 
been to help the Zealots, but to warn them to repent.  
 

Yosippon Chapter 73. Joseph's Dirge for Jerusalem 
Then Joseph composed this dirge, and said: "How has this city of Your people, blessed above all cities, 
been destroyed? How have your hands fought to destroy your own people and yourself, you who 
formerly used to vanquish your enemies without weapons of war, rather the holy hosts fought your 
battles on your behalf. The waves of the sea too fought against your pursuers, and also the land 
swallowed your antagonists to destroy those who stood against you, and the thunder of the heavens 
also used to destroy your foes, and the stars of the heavens in their courses fought against your 
enemies. “Awake, O Moses, and behold your people and the flock of your sheep over whom God 
appointed you to shepherd them in the righteousness of your faith. Awake and behold how they have 
altered their hand to destroy their soul. Look now upon the people of God for whom you lifted up your 
staff and split the sea, and its waters became dry land before them and they passed through upon dry 
land. [The same people] for whom you pleaded to feed them bread from the heavens in their hunger, 
and at the time of their thirst, when they were faint unto death, you brought forth water for them from 
the flint rock. Awake now, Aaron, ... Joshua, ... David, ... Awake now, Elisha, who through your 
prayers drew an Aramean force and brought it to a fortified city, and you ruled over it without sword or 
fighting, smiting with blindness, darkening the light of their eyes, and you changed their hatred to love. 
You fought with your prayer, causing the camp of Aram to hear the sound of a horse riding, and Aram 
and their troops retreated from before your prayer that you poured out on behalf of your people. And 
now shepherds of Israel where are your prayers and your supplications which you poured out on 
behalf of this people to avert from it wrath and fury.” 
"How you have changed, Abode of the Holy and Sanctuary of the Holy of Holies, you have become 
as a slaughter house of slain, your dead have fallen within you. And you Jerusalem, city of God, you 
have changed to a stranger, like a city wherein God was not nor was the Temple of His sanctity within 
her, for the Temple of the Holy has become a den of murderers and an oasis for bandits. And all 
who flee to it are killed within it, until even Anani [Ananus II] and Yehoshua, chiefs of the priests, 
were killed within it: they who were chiefs of the holy and honored among the people of God, and 
even nations beseeched them; their corpses fell within, and without burial became food for birds of 
the sky and for dogs. Indeed they fell, not through the wickedness of their deeds but only because 
they reproached your sons, for this reason they fell within your bosom. And your hands were against 
you to bring upon you all this calamity wherein priests of God and His prophets were killed within 
you: before your Temple Zechariah was slaughtered and lay without grave, and the earth covered 
neither his blood nor the blood of Anani and Yehoshua until much blood was spilled to avenge them 
like a flood of water from the blood of your youth and valiant ones.  
"How your understanding is all messed up and turned around, becoming like masked sculptures that 
see not, and hear not, nor understand. For every living thing and every creature on earth fights with 
their attackers that rise against them in order to be saved from their enemy's sword, but your sons are 



 

  

all messed up, each man falling by his brother's sword.  
"Where is the pride of your strength, Jerusalem, who has not set your shoulder under Gentile yoke, and 
you amputated the yoke of Egypt, and Midian, and Philistines, and Aram, and Ashur, and Casdim, and 
Persia, and Media? Where is the valiantry of the Mekavvim, sons of Hasmonaei,  who overcame a 
force with a small army, annihilating the valiant of Babylonia and destroying the force of Persia, and 
killed Demetrius and Antiochus, filling the land with corpses of the slain, for they chose death over 
life rather than heed the call of the sinners, and they offered their lives unto death, not for the sake of 
their sons and daughters nor for their precious objects, but for the sanctuary of God, lest it be defiled 
with their abominations. Where is the staff of God, the holy staff that flowered on the day of your joy, 
but now the flowers of the staff have dried, for faith is dried and Torah is nullified. And where is the 
compassion of the holy people and their mercy for their brethren, how did they get transformed and 
become so cruel? Where is the bounty of their mercy that they buried their dead with honor; and now 
behold their slain and dead cover the surface of the land, and there is no one who buries, for 
there is no peace for the buriers because others come and kill them, and they die without a 
grave; for this reason father does not bury his son and son does not bury his father and brother 
does not bury his brother, for they set watches over the dead lest they be buried; and when one 
goes to bury, he falls and dies upon the surface of the field, and there is no one who buries.  
"And you, Temple of the sanctuary of God, your unguents used to drip from above, and the scent of 
your incenses wafted afar, and the odor of your oils mixed with spices blew throughout the land, how 
have they all transformed to fill you with the carcass of human corpses. You reek from the blood of 
the slain, your streets are filled with the stabbed and those dead from famine, and your courtyards 
are filled with dead. And the living who survive in the city are considered as dead, for their soul is 
disgusted by the corpses of man; many will die and many will be sick beyond cure.  
"David said: 'God, Gentiles have come into Your portion and have defiled the Temple of Your 
holiness, and I rather this were by Gentiles and not from Your sons against each other, whose hands 
filled the Temple of God with the defilement of corpses of the slain who increased without 
anyone to bury, for they were prevented from burying; and were one to seek to bury the dead, a 
bandit would come and smite him, and he would die so that both of them would remain upon the 
surface of the land.  
"And they continued to commit additional new evil when a man would arise to take vengeance on his 
neighbor and would find him dead, he would cut up his corpse in order to exact the vengeance of his 
hatred. Thus was increased the horror from the stench of the human corpse who died over the living 
and the sickness beyond cure. All this has come upon you because you abandoned the Torah of 
God, because you betrayed His covenant that He sealed with your forefathers, because of the 
treachery that you sinned against God, the shelter of your forefathers; and they spilled innocent and 
righteous blood in the Temple of God. Therefore, our groans have multiplied, and the noise of our 
cries has magnified to bring upon us endless grief, for there is no end to our wickedness that we have 
done, and the Lord our God has been long suffering while we have continued to act faithlessly: 
therefore He has spilled out upon us His wrath."  

 

In view of what Rev 11:8 says about the dead bodies of the Two Witnesses laying unburied in 
the street of the Great City (Jerusalem) for three and a half days, it seems that this event must 
have occurred after the revolt began, and after the Zealots had control of the city (AD 68). The 
moderates would not have left their corpses unburied in the streets of Jerusalem for three and 
a half days. But the Zealots did this very kind of thing beginning in 69 AD. The Idumeans 
came into Jerusalem in AD 68 and helped eliminate the moderate leaders and their forces. 
From that time forward, the three Zealot factions were in control. Their civil strife destroyed 
all their food supplies, and killed a lot of each others forces. There were simply too many 
corpses to bury, so they threw them over the wall into the valley of Hinnom, or let them pile 
up in the city. 
 

Therefore, this appearance of the two witnesses in Jerusalem must have occurred after the 
Zealots were in total control of the city, in late 69 and afterwards to the end of the war.  

 



 

  

Rev 11:6-13 - John mentions several signs that would accompany their prophesying and 
testimony: 
 

1. Power to shut up the sky so rain will not fall during the days of their prophesying 
(like Elijah) 

2. Power over the waters to turn them into blood (like Moses) 
3. Strike the land with plagues (like Moses) 
4. At the time of their ascension there was a great earthquake 
5. A tenth of the city fell and seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake 

 
Based on this description of the two witnesses and the signs they performed, it implies 

that were either Moses and Elijah, or someone who performed the same kind of signs that 
they did. The Jews believed that the bodies of Moses and Elijah were under the control of 
God, and that He had reserved those bodies for them to appear back in the flesh inside 
Jerusalem at the End of Days to give their final warning and chance to repent before Israel 
was destroyed (cf. the apocryphal books of the Assumption of Moses, Book of Enoch, 
Apocalypse of Elijah, etc.). It is almost like Moses going to Pharaoh that final time just before 
the Death Angel passed over to kill the firstborn of Egypt. But rather than heed the message, 
the Zealots killed the messengers, and then their real troubles began to multiply out of their 
control. Titus arrived on the scene and began the siege.  

So, it seems to me that sometime during the final year of the revolt (AD 69-70), when 
the Zealots were killing each other in the streets of Jerusalem, and leaving the corpses 
unburied, would have been the most likely time for the Two Witnesses (Moses and Elijah) to 
give their final warning and be killed. 

 
Rev 17:10-11 “seven kings: five have fallen, one is, one yet to come” – The reign of the sixth 

emperor (Rev 17) also suggests a pre-70 date, especially if that sixth emperor was Nero (who 
died in AD 68). Identity of the Beast: The Beast and Sixth Horn points directly at Nero 
(during his reign - AD 54-68). However, Adam Maarschalk is suggesting a Zealot leadership 
dynasty identity of the Beast. I have not carefully evaluated his theory to see if it holds up in 
every text in Revelation that describes the Beast, but it is definitely an interesting theory 
which deserves further exploration and evaluation. He connects the Beast of Revelation with 
the Zealots, whom Josephus refers to as a Beast. And it harmonizes with the description of the 
Beast that we find in Rev 19. And most importantly, it supports a pre-70 date of Revelation. 
So Adam’s theory deserves a more careful look.  

Rev 18:24 – It would be hard to find a more clear identification of the Great City than this verse: 
“And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and of all who have been slain on 
the earth.” – This Great City (Babylon the Harlot) was the city which killed all the prophets, 
saints, and martyrs. Jerusalem was the only city which can ever fit this description (cf. Rev 
17:6 “drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs”). Notice what Jesus said about first 
century Jerusalem: 

 
• Luke 13:33-34 – “it cannot be that a prophet would perish outside of Jerusalem ... the city 

that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her!” 
 



 

  

• Matt 23:31-38 – “So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers. You serpents, 
you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell? Therefore, behold, I am 
sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, 
and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so 
that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered 
between the temple and the altar. Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!” 

 
As we have seen here, it is very easy to establish a pre-70 date for the Apocalypse. But I 

was never comfortable with the vague notion that Revelation was written sometime before AD 
70. I believed that the historical evidence inside our New Testament, and especially in John’s 
writings and the Apocalypse, would enable us to narrow down the range of dates much more 
precisely. So that is where we are headed next, as we look at the evidence which pushes that date 
back before the outbreak of the Jewish War in AD 66.  
 

2. EVIDENCE FOR A PRE-66 DATE 
 

The book of Revelation needed to be written before John’s death during the Neronic 
persecution (64-66 AD). Papias (the late first and early second century patristic writer) said that 
John was “killed by the Jews”. This would have needed to occur at a time when the Jews had 
Roman permission to do so. They had that power to kill Christians during the Neronic 
persecution. But after the war broke out in Judea, that great tribulation was cut short, and the 
Jews had to turn their attention to the war effort and their own survival. Most of the Christians 
were killed in the Neronic persecution when the Jews had Nero’s permission to kill them. This 
was most likely when Apostle John was “killed by the Jews” – sometime between the summer of 
64 and the Spring of 66. So the book of Revelation would have needed to be in circulation before 
his death in the Neronic persecution, and before the outbreak of the war cut short that 
persecution in 66.  

The Apocalypse was written before the beginning of the Zealot Rebellion in the Spring of 
66. We know this because all of the imagery mentioned in the book of Revelation (such as the 
trumpets, seals, and bowls of wrath) are depicting the precursor warning signs and Zealot activity 
just before and during the War with Rome. It is pretty clear that the whole war is predicted there, 
and that the Apocalypse was written before that war broke out in 66 AD. All of the signs that 
Josephus mentions as occurring in 65, a year before the war, seem to be predicted in Revelation 
as well, thus implying that Revelation was written even before 65. 
 

• Rev 18:4 (“Come out of her my people”) - According to Eusebius, the saints were warned 
“before the war” to leave Jerusalem and Judea: 

 

3Euseb. 5:3 But the people of the church in Jerusalem had been commanded by a revelation, 
vouchsafed to approved men there before the war, to leave the city and to dwell in a certain town of 
Perea called Pella. And when those that believed in Christ had come thither from Jerusalem, then, as if 
the royal city of the Jews and the whole land of Judea were entirely destitute of holy men, the 
judgment of God at length overtook those who had committed such outrages against Christ and his 
apostles, and totally destroyed that generation of impious men.  

 



 

  

3. EVIDENCE FOR A PRE-64 DATE 
 

Since the Apocalypse predicts the Great Tribulation, which was the Neronic persecution, it 
must have been written before the Neronic persecution began in the summer of 64 AD. John tells 
us that “a great multitude of saints from every nation” (Rev 7:9) were killed in this great 
tribulation. The words “from every nation” implies an empire-wide persecution involving a large 
number of Christians. This was far beyond the scope of the Jewish persecutions described in the 
book of Acts, as well as the very limited persecution of Domitian in 95 AD that was confined to 
Rome and only involved a few people. The Neronic persecution lasted for about two years until 
it was cut short by the outbreak of the Jewish war in the Spring of 66.  

Therefore, in order to predict the Neronic persecution, the Apocalypse had to be written 
before it began in 64. But not only that – it needed to be written and circulated among the 
churches far enough in advance of the Neronic persecution so that the churches all over the 
empire could hear that warning and get out of Judea before the persecution struck. That implies 
at least a year or more of time before the summer of 64, in order for the book to get into 
circulation and give the saints time to flee to other places where they could wait out the storm of 
persecution and “live and remain” until the Parousia. This pushes the date of writing back to at 
least late 63 AD. 
 

• Rev 1:9 – John says that they were in some kind of tribulation (persecution) at the time he 
wrote, but then says that the great tribulation was still yet to come. That “great tribulation” 
would be the Neronic persecution (AD 64) in which “a great multitude from every nation” 
was killed (Rev 7:9-17).  

• Rev 2,3,6,11 – The Jewish persecution was still very much a big factor in their overall 
tribulation. This could not have been the case after Jerusalem was destroyed in AD 70. Nor 
could they have written this kind of book and put it in circulation after the Neronic 
persecution broke out in AD 64. They would have been running for their lives, and not 
leaving any paper trail behind. So it was written during a time of Jewish persecution, but 
before the Neronic persecution began.  

• Rev 2-3 – The letters to the seven Churches shows they were still in a fairly stable condition, at 
a time before those churches were devastated by the Neronic persecution. 

• Rev 2-3 – The letters to the seven churches indicate that the Judaizers were still very active in 
Asia Minor at the time of writing. That Judaizing activity among Gentile churches came to a 
halt at the time of the Neronic persecution and afterwards. After the Neronic persecution 
began, all churches in Asia were wiped out. There were no Gentile churches left around for 
the Judaizers to bother. And all Christians, including both Gentiles and Judaizers, were 
subject to the Neronic persecution. So this situation of Judaizers troubling the Gentile 
churches of Asia very definitely implies a pre-64 date, because after the Neronic persecution 
broke out, the Judaizers were no longer in a position to trouble the Gentile churches like that. 
They were just as busy as the Gentile Christians running for their lives to escape martyrdom. 
And again, these letters would need to have been written and put into circulation among all 
the churches well in advance of the outbreak of the Neronic persecution. 

 

• Rev 18:4 (“come out of her my people”) and Heb 13:13-14 (“let us go out to Him outside the 
camp”). If these two warnings were written after the Neronic persecution began, it would 
have been too late to help those saints. So the warning must have been written and put in 
circulation many months before the Neronic persecution began in the summer of 64. Notice 
that Heb 13:13 reflects the same exhortation of Rev 18:4, which was for those saints to leave 



 

  

the earthly city in preparation for entering into the heavenly city which was about to come. 
This again not only points to a time of writing “before the war” when it was still possible to 
flee from Jerusalem and Judea (i.e., at least before AD 66), but also to a time before the 
Neronic persecution struck in 64. God would have given them this warning to flee from the 
soon coming great tribulation well in advance of the Neronic persecution. 

 

4. EVIDENCE FOR A PRE-63 DATE 
 

• Both Hebrews 12 and 2Peter 3 allude to the same cosmological and apocalyptic imagery that 
John writes about in the Apocalypse, implying that both Paul (who wrote Hebrews) and Peter 
had already seen the book of Revelation before they wrote. Their allusions to its contents in 
their epistles tells us that they had seen the Apocalypse and were familiar with, and in 
agreement with, its contents. Since the book of Hebrews was composed in late 62 or very 
early 63, while Paul was still under house-arrest in Rome, it means that Revelation had to 
have been written and in circulation by late 62 when Paul wrote.  

• Heb 13:13-14 exhorts the Jewish Christians to leave the earthly Jerusalem in anticipation of 
entering into the heavenly Jerusalem that was about to come. This echoes the exhortation in 
Rev 18:4 to “come out of her my people” (that is, to get out of the physical city of Jerusalem), 
and once again implies that Paul had seen the book of Revelation before he finished Hebrews.  

• 1Peter 5:13 – “She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so 
does my son, Mark.” Peter said that he was writing from the city called “Babylon”. And this 
city, which was code-named “Babylon”, was evidently inside Judea, since the first verse of 
this epistle says that Peter was writing to “those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” That is a reference to saints who were 
living in the Diaspora communities in Turkey. And it indicates that Peter was writing from 
inside Palestine. There was only one city inside Palestine which Christians would have code-
named “Babylon”, and that city is Jerusalem. And Peter’s use of this name to denote where he 
was writing from, tells us that both he and his readers were familiar with it. It means that Peter 
and the saints in Turkey had already seen the book of Revelation, and knew that its mention of 
the Great City Babylon (the Harlot) was referring to Jerusalem. We know that the book of 
Revelation had to be in circulation many months in advance of the Neronic persecution in 
order to warn the saints to get out of harm’s way before it struck. So when Peter used the 
word “Babylon” in reference to Jerusalem, he was writing at a time before the Neronic 
persecution had begun, and his epistle would need some time to get in circulation and still 
give those churches in Turkey time to react to his warnings. This pushes the date of writing 
for the Apocalypse and its circulation further back to at least mid-63 or before. 

• Since Paul was in prison and was unable to visit his churches, it appears that James, Peter, and 
John all wrote epistles to those churches trying to stabilize them. When they read the letters to 
the seven churches in the book of Revelation, it evidently prompted Paul and Peter to write to 
those churches again. This letter writing activity of Paul and Peter in 62 and 63 further 
suggests that they had read the warnings to the seven churches and were doubling their efforts 
to stabilize those churches before the great tribulation struck. 

• Hebrews was written just before Paul was released from his first imprisonment (mid-to-late 62 
or very early 63), and First Peter was most likely written about the same time, or not long 
afterwards (Spring of 63). So if we assume that Paul and Peter had seen the Apocalypse 
before they wrote, which seems very probable, then it pushes the date of composition back 
before December 62.  



 

  

• This gives us a pretty firm upper end-point to the date range for the composition and circulation 
of the Apocalypse. It means that the book of Revelation had to be in circulation no later than 
December of 62 when Paul was putting his finishing touches on the book of Hebrews. 

• Now we need to establish the lower starting point for the date range. 
 

5. EVIDENCE FOR A MID-TO-LATE 62 DATE 
 

Here in this section, we are trying to discover when John might have been exiled to 
Patmos. This will give us the date before which the Apocalypse could not have been written. We 
have worked our way down from 70 to 63. We have the upper limit established now at the 
beginning of 63. So if we can find out when John was exiled to Patmos, we will have the lower 
limit of the range of dates when the Apocalypse could have been written. 
 
• Apr 62 – John was most likely exiled to Patmos as a result of Ananus II's arrest of “James 

and some of his companions” [Antiq. 20:200 (20.9.1)]. Josephus tells us that James the brother 
of Jesus, along with some of his companions, was arrested at Passover (April) in 62 AD. John 
was one of the apostles who was still in Jerusalem at the time, and was most likely one of 
those “companions” (fellow apostles or relatives of Jesus) who was arrested at that time and 
exiled to Patmos.  

• It was not a very long boat ride to Patmos from Judea (two or three weeks at most). He would 
have been there by the beginning of summer (June) 62, and could have written the 
Apocalypse shortly after arriving (summer 62).  

• Then it would have been put in circulation immediately afterwards to easily reach Paul in 
Rome and Peter in Jerusalem by the early Fall of 62, just as Paul was putting the finishing 
touches on his letter to the Hebrews. He tacked on that discussion about the New Jerusalem to 
the end of his otherwise finished Hebrews epistle, just before his epilogue (closing comments) 
in chapter 13. 

 
CONCLUSION: 

 
• This now gives us a date range for the writing of the book of Revelation from late-May or early 

June of 62 to the Fall of 62 (seven months at the most). That is a pretty tight range. Through 
more careful internal analysis of the Apocalypse, we might be able to narrow it down even 
more. But I am comfortable with that range for now (late May through December 62). 

• All of the historical documentation and detailed reasoning for this April 62 date of John’s exile 
to Patmos can be found in my historical book, Final Decade Before the End.  

 
  



 

  

Recommended Books and Resources 
 
No careful study of the date of Revelation should fail to consider the excellent work of Dr. 
Kenneth Gentry (Before Jerusalem Fell), David Chilton (Days of Vengeance), Foy Wallace (The 
Book of Revelation), and Arthur Ogden (The Avenging of the Apostles and Prophets). These four 
authors have done a marvelous job of laying out the overwhelming evidence for the early pre-70 
date of the book of Revelation. Jessie Mills has done some good historical work on this as well: 
 
Mills, Jessie. Revelation – Survey and Research.  
Mills, Jessie. Daniel – Fulfilled Prophecy 
 
There are a lot of contemporary American theologians who teach the early date (Max King, Jay 
Adams, Foy Wallace, Ken Gentry, David Chilton, Arthur Ogden, Don Preston, Franklin Camp, 
Kurt Simmons, and many others). These are especially good sources of information about the 
pre-70 date of the Apocalypse. I also recommend Milton S. Terry’s book Biblical Hermeneutics 
and J. S. Russell’s The Parousia.  
 
Ken Gentry’s book, Before Jerusalem Fell, has lots of good evidence for a pre-70 date. 
However, he takes the Neronic identity of the Beast, with which I am not totally comfortable. 
The information in Rev 19:19-21 seems to identify the Beast as being Jewish. And the recent 
work of Adam Maarschalk points further in that direction with his identification of the Beast as 
the Zealot rebellion with its numerous leaders being the various horns of the Beast. That 
approach has real possibilities, and needs to have our serious consideration and evaluation. 
 
 


