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Similar Studies on Ephesians 4, 5, and 6 

Assignment: Using the Table of Contents of the on-line Study Guide and Sections 1-3, as your 

model, compose similar studies on sections (chapters) 4, 5, and 6. When finished, you will post 

an introduction to each section and thematic paragraphs on key words or concepts in the section. 

Introduction to Chapter 4 

There are four distinct sections to chapter four: (1) In verses 1-6, Paul challenges both the 

Jewish and Gentile Christians to work hard at preserving their unity around a common God and 

faith. (2) In verses 7-10, the focus is on the significance of the ascension, and how both Jewish 

and Gentile Christians shared in the gifts that Christ gave after His ascension. (3) Next in verses 

11-16, Paul lists the major gifts that Christ gave to the Church, and what their purpose and 

function were (edification of the body). (4) Then in verses 17-32, Paul urges them all (both 

Jewish and Gentile Christians) to live their lives in an enlightened way, with a renewed mind, a 

new self, and showing evidence of being sealed with the Holy Spirit.  

Ephesians 4:1-6 – Preserve Unity 

Paul prefaces his remarks about maintaining unity by reminding them of his 

imprisonment for the sake of the Lord, who is infinitely worthy of our suffering such shame on 

His behalf. It is on that basis that Paul appeals to them to tolerate each other in love, since they 

serve the same Lord who is worthy of our highest efforts. 
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Paul exhorts the Jewish and Gentile Christians there in Ephesus to be diligent (work hard) 

to preserve (maintain, guard, retain) their unity. This unity was created originally by the work of 

the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Torah-free gospel. Their response to the gospel not 

only joined them to Christ, but united them with each other. They covenantally bound (or 

committed) themselves together (united) to maintain a peaceful (non-coerced or strained) 

relationship. The basis for that unity between the Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians was 

the work of God in Christ. Both groups (Jews and Gentiles) are members of the same body, have 

the same Spirit, share the same hope, serve the same Father God and Lord Jesus Christ, believe 

the same gospel, and were baptized into the same covenantal system of faith. The means of 

diligently and peacefully maintaining that unity is also clearly delineated: humility, gentleness, 

patience, and showing tolerance in love. 

For those who may be tempted to downplay the teaching of the Trinity in our New 

Testament, Paul leaves no doubt where he stands on the issue. In verses four through six, all 

three Persons of the Trinity are mentioned: "one Spirit...one Lord [Gk. kurios] ...one God and 

Father of all." There can be no doubt Who is referred to by the name "Lord" here in verse five, 

since Paul has already referred to Jesus as the "Lord" five times in the preceding context (Eph. 

1:2, 1:3, 1:15, 1:17, and 3:11). 

What also impresses me here in verses four through six, is the way in which Paul defines 

the basis for Jew/Gentile unity. Look at what they had in common (Gk. koinonia): Both Jews and 

Gentiles were members of the same body, sharers in the same Spirit, having the same hope for 

everlasting life in heaven above, fellow-subjects of the same Lord, holding to the same system of 

Faith, having died with, buried with, and raised with Christ in the same baptism, and 

worshiping/serving the same God, who is Father of all, over all, through all and in all. This was 
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the mystery of the gospel (Eph. 3:6), that Gentiles were now fellow-heirs and fellow-members 

and fellow-partakers. This was a challenge for the Jews to accept, but was great news for the 

Gentiles to hear about and be allowed to participate in. Both groups, however, are "implored" 

(Gk. parakaleo) to be diligent to preserve that unity by walking with one another in humility, 

gentleness, patience, tolerance, and love. The Gentiles needed to be grateful for the rich heritage 

their older brothers in the faith (the Jews) had shared with them when they were adopted into the 

family of God. And the Jews needed to be humble, patient, tolerant and loving toward their new 

adopted brothers in the faith. It would be a challenge for both groups to get along together and 

maintain that unity. 

Ephesians 4:7-10 – Significance of the Ascension 

After the ascension, Christ poured out the Holy Spirit upon both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 

2 and Acts 10). Many articles, chapters, and whole books have been written on the ascension and 

descension themes that are mentioned in these verses. There is much debate in regard to how 

Paul is using the Old Testament quote or allusion in verse 8 (e.g., E. Earle Ellis, Paul's Use of the 

Old Testament, pp. 2, 15f, 23, 25, 31, 34, 101, 116, 139, 144, 152, and 182).  

What exactly is Paul trying to say here? There is no question that he is quoting or 

alluding to Psalm 68:18 which says: "You have ascended on high, You have led captive Your 

captives; You have received gifts among men..." (NAS95). The Septuagint renders it this way: 

"Thou art gone up on high, thou hast led captivity captive, thou hast received gifts for man..." 

(Brenton's English LXX). At first glance, it seems Paul is following the Hebrew. However, Ellis 

and others have suggested that Paul may have been following a variant Greek text, or a variant 

form of the Hebrew text, such as an Aramaic Targum (Ellis, pp. 15-16). Or, Paul may have been 

paraphrasing one of those versions that he was familiar with. I prefer to do an end run around 
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that whole discussion, and try to determine how Paul is using that quote here in Eph. 4:8, and 

how it applies to the idea of Christ giving gifts at his ascension.  

In verse 7, Paul states that Christ gave grace (a gift) to each one of them. In verse 11, he 

picks up on that theme again in enumerating the various gifts that Christ gave for the purpose of 

equipping the saints for building up the whole body of the church. This means that the quote of 

Psalm 68:18 functions to show that Jesus did not orphan us when He ascended. He gave gifts for 

us to use while He is away, so that we can accomplish His great commission.  

But there is much more in the background between verses 7 and 11 about the ascension 

and what it implies. Some see in verse 8 a reflection of some of the Old Testament rescues from 

captivity, such as: (1) Gen. 14 where Abram rescued Lot and the others that had been taken 

captive by Chedorlaomer and his forces. This is the occasion when Abram gave a tenth to 

Melchizedek. (2) Exodus shows how God rescued the Israelites from their captivity in Egypt, 

and how they spoiled the Egyptians and received many gifts from them as they departed. (3) 

Psalm 126 talks about the joy of the Israelites who returned from Babylonian captivity, and all 

the gifts that were given to them upon their departure for Palestine. (4) However, 1 Sam. 30 is 

the best example of all, as it shows how David rescued his family and the whole village of Ziklag 

that had been taken captive by the Amalekites. David took his 600 men and overtook the 

Amalekites, slaughtered them, and recovered everything that the Amalekites had taken. Nothing 

was missing. David brought it all back, including the sheep, cattle, and other spoil from the 

Amalekites.  

He sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah (including Bethel, Ramoth, Jattir, 

Siphmoth, Eshtemoa, Racal, Jerameelites, Kenites, Hormah, Bor-ashan, Athach, Hebron, i.e., all 
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the places where David and his men were accustomed to go, many of whom were not real 

friendly with David in times past).  

These gifts soothed over his relations with the elders of Judah at a very critical time. 

Truly, he cast his bread upon many waters, and the investment paid off soon afterwards when 

Saul was killed on Mt. Gilboa. David was hailed as king by the elders of Judah.  

When David rescued the captives and brought them back to his home city, he even gave 

gifts to those who had rebelled against him before. That pictures what Christ did when He 

descended down into Hades at His death on the Cross (Eph. 4:9), and three days later came back 

with some of the captives who had been held there in Hades (Matt. 27:52-53). Forty days later, 

He took those former captives (Eph. 4:8) with Him as He ascended (Eph. 4:10). Seven days after 

the ascension, on the day of Pentecost He poured out His gifts (Eph. 4:8) upon the Judeans in 

Jerusalem, which enabled them to start accomplishing the great commission that Paul is talking 

about here in Ephesians 4. Among those first converts on the day of Pentecost were many who 

had been present seven weeks earlier when Jesus was crucified. They had participated in the mob 

who cried out, "Crucify Him!" But here in Acts 2 we see those formerly rebellious Jews repent at 

the preaching of the gospel, and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Ephesians 4:11-16 – Gifts for the Edification of the Body 

Both Jews and Gentiles shared in the gifts that were poured out by the Holy Spirit. In 

Acts 10, when Cornelius and his household became Christians, the Holy Spirit fell upon them 

just as He did upon the Jews at Pentecost (Acts 11:15). The Gentiles were made fellow-

recipients of the same gifts that the Jewish Christians had received (to the Jews first, then to the 

Gentiles). The Spirit even gave the gifts of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, 

for the benefit of both the Jews and the Gentiles. In the book of Acts and the epistles, we see the 
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apostles ministering to the needs of all the churches throughout the Roman world and Diaspora. 

This was the purpose of all those gifts, to start, build, and establish churches.  

Here in verses 14-16, Paul reminds the Ephesians that it was time for them to grow up 

spiritually and work together "according to the proper working of each individual part, causing 

the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love" (Eph. 4:16). That is why they had 

been given their own Spiritual gifts. They were equipped "for the work of service to the building 

up of the body of Christ" (Eph. 4:12).  

Ephesians 4:17-32 – Walk with a Renewed Mind 

This is where Paul gets real practical and shows them how to exercise their gifts to 

accomplish this building up of the church, so that the unity between the Jews and Gentiles would 

be maintained, and the church would reach maturity. That road to spiritual growth, maturity, and 

unity was paved by the kind of lifestyle that Paul outlines here in verses 17-32. This is another 

one of those sections in Ephesians where the Holy Spirit speaking through Paul sets off a burst of 

fireworks. Notice the dazzling display of moral, ethical, and spiritual exhortations that Paul lays 

out here in this section. Notice he follows the "Two Ways" idea that was common among both 

the Jews and the Christians in the first century (see the Epistle of Barnabas and the Didache for 

examples of this). Paul tells them both what their new life "in Christ" is, and is not, supposed to 

look like: 

• vv. 17-32 – The Way of the Gentiles versus The Way of Christ – Walk no longer like the 

Gentiles in the futility of their minds, darkened in their understanding ...ignorance ...hardness of 

their hearts ...callous ...given themselves over to sensuality ...every kind of impurity with 

greediness (this is not the kind of lifestyle that Christ has taught us). Here are the things that 

must be laid aside: former manner of life, the old self corrupted in the lusts of deceit, falsehood, 
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being angry and sinning, giving the devil an opportunity, stealing, unwholesome words, grieving 

the Holy Spirit, bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander, and malice. 

Walking in Christ means not only the constant laying aside of the old self, but more 

importantly putting on the new self, which will not leave room for the old ways. Here are the 

things that must be put on and worn: hearing and learning Christ and his truth, be renewed in 

the spirit of our minds, put on the new self created in the likeness of God, righteousness, holiness 

of the truth, speaking truth to each other, not letting the sun go down on our anger, work with our 

own hands to not only provide for our own needs, but also have something to share with others 

who are needy, speaking words that are good for edification according to the need of the 

moment, which will give grace to those who hear, being kind to one another, tender-hearted, 

forgiving each other just as God in Christ has forgiven each of us. 

Notice how Paul reciprocates back and forth between the two contrasting lifestyles. 

Notice the couplets or chiasms found here: 

vv. 17-19 (old self) contrasted with vv. 20-21 (new self) 

v. 22 (old self) contrasted with vv. 23-24 (new self) 

vv. 25-32 – There is a litany of contrasts here between the old lifestyle versus the new life 

in Christ, which were listed above in the section about the Way of Christ. What an amazingly 

clear definition of "life in Christ" that is given here.  

Introduction to Chapter 5 

There are two basic sections here in chapter five. The first section in verses 1-21, appears 

to be a continuation of the previous chapter's contrast of the Two Ways and the exhortation to put 

on the new self and walk in the light (5:8-9). Then in verses 22-33, and continuing into chapter 6, 
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Paul gets even more practical by addressing specific groups within the church (wives, husbands, 

children, fathers, slaves, masters) to give them guidance in godly living.  

Ephesians 5:1-21 – Walk as Children of Light 

Building on the two ways material in the previous chapter, Paul urges them to be 

"imitators of God" by walking in the same kind of sacrificial love that Jesus exemplified when he 

"gave Himself up for us." The use of terminology related to the temple, priesthood, and 

sacrificial system is noteworthy here: "gave Himself up for us," "an offering," "a sacrifice," and 

"a fragrant aroma." It is utterly astounding that liberals and skeptics can read these words and 

still deny Christ's substitutionary atonement on our behalf! What part of "gave Himself up for 

us" do they not understand? 

In keeping with the contrast between the two lifestyles that were introduced in the 

previous chapter, we now list all the negative and positive behaviors mentioned in verses 1-21. 

First, the sinful behaviors: immorality, impurity, greed, filthiness, silly talk, course jesting, 

covetousness, idolatry, unfruitful deeds of darkness, disgraceful, unwise, foolish, drunk with 

wine, and dissipation. Those who do these things will not only not inherit the Kingdom (5:5), but 

are inviting the wrath of God upon themselves.  

In sharp contrast, we see the godly behaviors: imitate God, walk in love, giving of thanks, 

walk as Light in the Lord and as children of Light, goodness, righteousness, truth, trying to learn 

what is pleasing to the Lord, exposing (instead of participating in) the unfruitful deeds of 

darkness, being careful to walk wisely, redeeming the time, understanding what the will of the 

Lord is, being filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs, singing and making melody with our hearts to the Lord, always giving thanks for all 
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things, and being subject to one another in the fear of Christ. The end result of this kind of 

lifestyle is inheritance of the Kingdom, escape from the wrath, and having Christ shine on us. 

Ephesians 5:22-33 –Husbands and Wives Are Like Christ and the Church 

The most interesting aspect of this exhortation to husbands and wives must certainly be 

its application to the relationship between Christ and His Bride, the Church. Nine out of these 

twelve verses make explicit or implicit reference to Christ and the Church. What is more 

amazing still, is that the Holy Spirit (through Paul) did not have to diminish his admonition to 

husbands and wives in the least in order to make this application to Christ and the Church. In 

fact, both parts of this similitude are strengthened and enhanced by the comparison.  

Knowing that Christ and His relationship to the Church is the ideal or model for our 

marriages, reinforces the exhortations even more. Marriage is the foundational institution of both 

the earthly realm and the heavenly realm. Neither world can function properly without strong 

marriage relationships. Strong godly marriages are at the core of a civilized society. Without 

them, a nation cannot survive for long. 

What does a godly wife look like: She is subject to her own husband in everything "as to 

the Lord," and must see to it that she respects her husband. Out of twelve verses, that does not 

seem like a lot of teaching. However, when we unpack those two simple statements, we see some 

enormous implications. Notice that the wife is to be subject to her own husband. There is a chain 

of command instituted here. Everything she does is channeled through her husband. The word 

"respect" is loaded with a lot of meaning also. It includes honoring, obeying, following his lead, 

and operating within his guidelines.  

Far more instruction is given for the husband: He is to be the head of the wife, love his 

own wife as his own body (nourishing and cherishing it), give his own life to defend and protect 
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her; keeps her pure, holy, and blameless until the wedding; leaves his parents and cleaves to his 

wife to become one flesh with her (with lives inseparably intertwined as a unity, having all 

things in common, with no holdouts and misgivings). Christ held nothing back from the Church. 

He gave it all for her. What an amazingly high standard Christ set for husbands to follow.  

Introduction to Chapter 6 

There are three more distinct hortatory sections here in chapter six, along with Paul's 

request for prayers, and his closing instructions at the end of the book. This chapter is most 

famous for its encouragement to "put on the full armor of God" (vv. 10-17).  

Ephesians 6:1-4 – Children and Parents Relationships 

Just like the twelve verses at the end of the previous chapter, these four verses provide 

strong guidelines for the relationship between parents and children. Not a hint of Dr. Spock's 

permissiveness can be found here. Children are exhorted to obey and honor their parents "in the 

Lord." This means virtually the same thing as the phrase "as to the Lord" in Eph. 5:22. Children 

have the same obligation to obey and honor their parents in the same way they obey and honor 

God. "This is the right thing" to do (6:1).  

But it is not all responsibility without reward. The incentive is their well-being and long 

life (i.e., that they may live long and prosper). Fathers (parents) on the other hand, are not to 

harshly rule over them and thus provoke them to anger, bitterness, and rebellion. There is a much 

better way to "bring them up." It is the way of appropriate or balanced discipline and instruction 

"of the Lord" (i.e., the way the Lord teaches in His Word). Children need to have fixed 

boundaries (not always changing), to understand the reason for the boundaries, and to have a fair 

and appropriate penalty for crossing the line.  
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Ephesians 6:5-9 – Slaves and Masters Relationships 

The slave-master relationship in the Roman empire of the first century is a hard thing for 

twenty-first century Americans to grasp. I must confess that I do not have a clear concept at all. 

There are few relationships in America today which even come close to it. The slaves on 

southern plantations two hundred years ago were similar. The migrant workers in the orchards, 

vineyards, and vegetable farms fifty years ago might be similar in some respects.  

The Law of Moses provided excellent regulation for the slave-master relationship. It was 

fair and balanced. The Roman system, however, was anything but fair and balanced. It was far 

more coercive, manipulative, and brutal in its punishment of offenses.  

The Holy Spirit through Paul took all the best principles of the Mosaic legislation and 

applied it within the Roman system in a very workable way. When slaves became Christians, 

their whole psychology was changed (renewing of their minds). Their worldview and attitudes 

were changed. The way they responded to their masters was radically changed for the better. 

Instead of willfully rebellious, resistant, and defiant, the slave became willingly respectful, 

obedient, and compliant. They were no long faking their obedience, nor doing just enough to 

squeak by. The Christian slave gladly served his master "from the heart" as if His master was the 

Lord Jesus. This disarmed and defused the harsh oppressive attitude of the master. 

Likewise, when the master became a Christian, he "gave up threatening" and overbearing 

oppressive behavior. This more moderate behavior of the master took the slaves by surprise, and 

tended to earn real respect ("fear and trembling") and obedience from his slaves. The master now 

operated from a different set of assumptions, "knowing that both their Master and his is in 

heaven, and there is no partiality with Him." This meant that in God's eyes (the true Master of us 

all) both master and slave were created equal. Masters were not higher in the Kingdom than 
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slaves. Christianity leveled the playing field in God's Kingdom. The impact this one little 

statement had on the slave-master relationship was enormous. It radically changed that 

relationship everywhere Christianity spread, not because it liberated the slaves, but rather 

because it made the masters accountable to a higher Master for how they treated their slaves. 

Ephesians 6:10-18 – Put on the Full Armor of God 

We Christians do not often enough reflect on the other-worldly nature of the conflict in 

which we are engaged, nor on how to be successful in that spiritual warfare. Here, Paul throws 

that scenario right in front of our eyes, so that we cannot miss it. The battle is not with fellow 

Christians, nor even with the unbelieving world around us. It is instead a life-and-death struggle 

being waged in the unseen realm for our souls and the souls of those around us. Paul gives us a 

glimpse into the spiritual realm where he himself at one time had been "caught up" (2 Cor. 12:2-

4) to hear inexpressible things. "Our struggle," he says, "is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers ...powers ...world forces of this darkness ...spiritual forces of wickedness in the 

heavenly places" (Eph. 6:12).  

That was an extremely eye-opening verse for me. Once I realized what Paul was talking 

about (spiritual warfare in the real unseen realm all around us), it forever changed my 

worldview. Paul frequently admonishes us to set our minds on the things above, and focus on the 

unseen realm. If we look only at the seen things, we are ignoring the real battle in the unseen 

realm, and leaving ourselves totally vulnerable to attack from "the spiritual forces of wickedness 

in the heavenly places." Every one of the pieces of armor are spiritual in nature, fortifying us 

"against the schemes of the devil" (6:11). If we are well-armed and thoroughly disciplined in 

using this spiritual equipment, we will be able to "stand firm" and victorious when the evil one 

throws everything he has at us. 
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Here is the armor that will enable us to stand firm, resist the attacks of the evil one, and 

extinguish all of his flaming arrows: (1) girded our loins with (absolute, Biblical) truth, (2) 

breastplate of righteousness (doing the right thing in every circumstance), (3) feet shod (always 

ready to give an answer) with a well-prepared message of the gospel of peace, (4) the shield of 

faith which believes and trusts in the unseen God, (5) the helmet of salvation which is our 

forgiveness of sins and regeneration, (6) the sword of the Spirit, which is knowing how to use the 

Word of God to cut through all the deception of Satan and pierce the darkness, (7) prayer and 

petition, praying at all times in the Spirit, and (8) being on the alert with all perseverance and 

petition for all the saints. 

Beyond all this spiritual armor, Paul reminds us to "be strong" (6:10) by exercising 

ourselves in the proper use of all this armor. The armor is of little benefit if the one wearing it is 

weak and unskilled in using it. This requires discipline, training and exercise. The soldier who 

seldom wears his armor or practices his warcraft, will not be strong enough to stand firm when 

the challenge comes. The good soldier knows that daily discipline and exercise is absolutely 

critical to his survival and the survival of those whom God has entrusted to his care. We dare not 

be slack in our exercise, or it will cost us dearly in the next big spiritual battle. 

Ephesians 6:18-20 – Pray for Yourself, All the Saints, and Me 

Paul urged them to not only pray for themselves and all the saints, but more particularly 

to pray for Paul himself in these specific areas: that God would give him the right words to say 

(the mystery of the gospel), and the courage to say it boldly, so that even in the midst of 

imprisonment and chains, he would be enabled to speak clearly and bravely without any 

hesitation, fear, compromise, or intimidation. Paul wanted their prayers to reinforce his own 

prayers, so that he could fight the good fight and stand firm, just as he had encouraged them to 



  Stevens 14 

do. As ministers of the Word, we absolutely cannot function properly without the prayers of 

fellow-saints. Those prayers on our behalf are the wind beneath our wings to lift us up and 

embolden us to lead the charge against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

Ephesians 6:21-24 – Paul’s Closing Instructions 

According to Acts 20:4, Tychicus was from the Roman province of Asia, of which 

Ephesus was the capital city. There is a good chance that not only the church in Ephesus, but all 

the churches in Asia Minor (Turkey) were acquainted with him. We know that he was serving 

Paul on this occasion as a courier, and was carrying not only this letter, but also the one to the 

Colossians (and probably Philemon as well). Tychicus was a dependable and trustworthy helper, 

and Paul commends him highly as "a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord." 

Evidently there was a lot more to say about Paul's situation in Rome, which he did not include in 

this epistle. He trusted Tychicus to convey that information to the churches of Asia, which he 

believed would "comfort their hearts."  

The closing two verses (23-24) use a lot of characteristic phraseology for Paul. This was 

his signature in most of his letters. See the following references for similar expressions: (Rom. 

15:33; 2 Thess. 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:2; 6:21; 2 Tim. 1:2; 4:22; Tit. 1:4; 3:15; Col. 4:18; Heb. 13:25). 

Paul wishes peace, love with faith, and grace to the brethren and upon all those who love our 

Lord Jesus Christ "with uncorrupted love" (Gk. en aphtharsia). This Greek phrase is only found 

one other time in the New Testament (1 Cor. 15:42), where it is talking about the kind of body 

we will have for our life in heaven. In Eph. 6:24, however, it seems instead to be talking about 

the kind of love we should maintain for the Lord Jesus. It is pure, unspoiled, undiluted, 

unfeigned, untarnished, and uncorrupted by the fleshly mindset or worldly influence. Grace is a 

natural companion of that kind of uncorrupted love.  
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It is worth remembering that the first of the seven letters to the churches in Revelation 

was addressed to the church in Ephesus, and it is an exhortation to return to their first love, which 

was evidently this kind of uncorrupted love. In my chronology of the NT books (Stevens, First 

Century Events, pp. 18-22), I date the book of Revelation right about the same time as Ephesians 

(cir. AD 62-63). In both books we see the apostles challenging the Ephesians to restore and 

maintain that kind of uncorrupted love for Christ. History does not record what happened to this 

church in the Neronic persecution two years later (AD 64).  

In Paul's meeting with the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:17-38, he said that after his 

departure, "savage wolves" would devastate the flock, and even from among themselves perverse 

teachers would arise and split the church. Paul told them that they would not see him again, 

because he was about to go to Jerusalem (AD 58) where he would be arrested and sent to Rome 

(AD 60-61). He was still in prison when he wrote this epistle to Ephesus (AD 62-63). As far as 

we know, he never did set foot in Ephesus again. He did send Timothy there (AD 63), but did not 

go there himself. Little more than a year after his release from Roman imprisonment (AD 63), 

Paul was arrested again in the Neronic persecution (AD 64) and his brilliant light was snuffed 

out, less than two years after he had written this epistle to Ephesus.  
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