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“The Mystery” in Ephesians 
Edward E. Stevens – Sept 15, 2013 

 
Review of John T. Stevenson’s article entitled: “The Mystery of Christ” found at this URL: 
http://www.angelfire.com/nt/theology/eph3-01.html 
 

All of us Gentile Christians should take great delight in the fact that God chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4). We were outcasts from God and without 

hope in this dark and sinful world. But God planned to bring us back to Him and reconcile 

Himself to us. It was not just the Hebrew people who were chosen to be His people. He has 

called out from among all nations a people for His own possession. Only a sovereign and perfect 

God could and would do such a thing. His holy Name be blessed, praised, and exalted above all 

names in the universe.  

This was the mystery that was hidden from all ages and nations of mankind, including 

even the nation of Israel, before the arrival of the Lamb of God who took away all our sin and 

became such a blessing to all the nations (not just Israel). The people of Israel did not at all 

understand that the Gentiles could be saved without circumcision and law-keeping. This was 

more than just a mystery to the Jews, it was an unthinkable impossibility. Circumcision and law-

keeping was an absolute covenantal essential.  

By the time of the Jewish Zealot revolt in AD 66, the Jewish priesthood (e.g., Eleazar b. 

Ananias) had gone so far as to forbid the sacrifices of any uncircumcised Gentiles to be offered 

in the temple, while at the same time the Gentiles had been fully incorporated into the Church of 

our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 11:24-32). What a contrast! At a time when the Jews had pushed the 

Gentiles completely out of their religion, the Christians had welcomed uncircumcised Gentile 

believers with open arms and accepted them as fellow heirs of the grace of life.  
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This was the ultimate paradox (absurdity, impossibility) to the Israelite. It was impossible 

for them to believe that God had actually planned all along to save the Gentiles without 

circumcision, and had kept it hidden from them until "the time was fulfilled" and the Kingdom of 

Heaven arrived. The Jews could not accept this idea, even when it was unveiled right in front of 

their face with supernatural and miraculous power through the work of Jesus and the apostles. 

In this online article by John Stevenson, he talks about Paul as the steward of this 

mystery (Eph. 3:2). Paul frames his discussion about the mystery (Eph. 3:1; 4:1) by saying twice 

that he was the prisoner, not of the Jews or of Rome, but of the Lord (Gk. kurios) Jesus Christ. 

This is an extremely interesting statement. Paul considered his imprisonment as part of the divine 

plan of Christ to use him as a steward (servant) to unveil the mystery to the Gentiles through his 

imprisonment in both Caesarea and Rome. To how many important people in high places was 

Paul able to preach, as a result of his five years of imprisonment (AD 58-63): (1) The high priest 

Ananias, the Sanhedrin, and the leadership of the Pharisees and Sadducees at his trial in 

Jerusalem; (2) Roman soldiers both in his imprisonment and on his voyage to Rome; (3) Felix, 

Festus, Agrippa II; plus (4) Nero and the whole praetorian guard in Rome. Only God could have 

providentially arranged such an opportunity as this! Incredible outworking of His predetermined 

plan to save the Gentiles! At the time when the Jews were stirring up revolt against the Romans, 

here the Christians were embracing the Romans and preaching peace and reconciliation to them! 

Amazing grace! 

 


