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 Scripture interprets scripture. This phrase is famously applied to Martin Luther as his 

most important principle of bible interpretation, let the bible interpret the bible instead of a single 

man in authority. 

 The point Luther made is quite important because we are now thirty-five-hundred years 

removed from the first collection of Moses, (the Torah and in particular Genesis chapter one) and 

if we are not careful with our approach to bible interpretation, we could use our viewpoint of our 

culture in this current time. We would be unwise to interpret the bible using modern cultural 

understandings to define these ancient texts, it would over-ride the original meaning by the 

original author to his intended audience. If we sacrifice audience relevancy, we have thrown 

away the very thing bible readers set out to do which is to gain a clear understanding of the 

message held within. 

 The intent of this article is to spur conversation about the covenant language of the Torah, 

particularly Genesis chapter one. We will examine word usage found in the language of Genesis 

one that is used through the bible, from Genesis to Revelation. These usages may not coincide 

with every doctrinal stance we may be using today, however as we will see, when we let the 

bible scripture interpret scripture, we get a lot of interesting concepts that emerge that need to be 

addressed by discussion. 

 We are going to look at Genesis one with scriptural comparisons, language usage 

comparisons, and how other bible authors interpret and use it. This information is not in 

competition with any current beliefs, but rather as information, especially if the bible authors 

themselves apply it differently then we do. 

 The scripture we are going to look at for our reference of comparison is the very familiar 

“Day Three.” Day three details the forming of Earth and declaring its furnishings. With many 

doctrinal views today, the ideas most people have when reading this section miss a lot of 

similarities to Jesus Christ Himself. We will examine the progression of key words to see how 

they develop into key doctrines that give writers like Paul, Peter and even the very words of 

Jesus the substance to their message by applying Luther’s advice of letting, scripture interpret 

scripture. 

We will keep in mind the perspective of the people of Mesopotamia and their culture. 

They looked to the creation of God, the natural world that He had made, seeing that creation 

serving as a testimony from God to all peoples of all time about Himself. They examined 

creation as Gods handy work and set off trying to duplicate these principles of nature. We see the 



culture trying to emulate creation in many ways and even eventually coming to abomination to 

worship it. We see Paul using this mindset of what is know of God in nature: 

 Romans1:19 “For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 

made. So, they are without excuse. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and 

exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of 

birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.  

Keeping that in mind, let us now move on and review the scripture of comparison, 

Genesis 1:9-13. 

Genesis 1:9 “And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto 

one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 10 And God called the dry land Earth; and 

the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good. 11 And God 

said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit 

after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 12 And the earth brought 

forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in 

itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 13 And the evening and the morning were 

the third day.” 

We are going to focus on the elements: 

1. let the earth, the dry land. 

2. fruit trees with seed in itself yielding fruit after its own kind. 

3. the third day 

4. grass 

5. the seed 

 

The first major incident involving the seed language is in Genesis verse fifteen.  

Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity, between you and the woman, and between your 

seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel.”  

This verse is rarely disputed and widely accepted as a type of Christ, and the savior 

shadow which arises later in the new testament as Jesus, depicting the destruction of the serpent. 

This seed language evolves quite significantly when Abraham, in Genesis seventeen, gets 

included into the covenant of God.  

Genesis 17:5 “Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be 

Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6 And I will make thee exceeding 

fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7 And I will establish 

my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 



This is very significant because the kingdom of God will be established between God and 

the seed of Abraham. Whoever this seed of Abraham is, they have the right to this promise. This 

seed language is now carrying the rather large connotation of both salvation and destruction: 

rescuing the covenant line from the works of the serpent while also inheriting and establishing 

the kingdom of God. This concept continues all through the old testament and gains its full 

realization in the new testament as we see with Paul’s message in Galatians three-sixteen. 

Galatians 3:16 “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, 

and to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Paul claims Jesus is 

the seed, the inheritor of this promise of Abraham and goes to show how important the person of 

the seed is because, Galatians 3:29 “And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 

heirs according to the promise.” 

Paul’s language here runs in parallel with Jesus who is exhorting His followers about 

their position within the covenant in John fifteen: 

John 15:15 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me 

that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 

bear more fruit. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, 

bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is 

cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they 

are burned. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 

disciples.” 

John records this statement by Jesus who is claiming to be the true vine, His disciples 

were the branches bearing fruit. It is interesting to note the language concerning Abraham was 

that he was going to be “fruitful.” The common teaching Jesus is the tree of life in revelation 

twenty-two with twelve kinds of fruit and leaves of healing is paralleled here by John. 

Revelation 22:22 “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 

crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the 

city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its 

fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” 

Paul, an apostle of Jesus, wrote first Corinthians chapter fifteen, where we find offerings 

of direct comparative language bringing us back to Genesis day three.  

1 Corinthians 15:4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 

according to the scriptures.” 

1 Corinthians 15:20 But now Christ is risen from the dead and has become the first fruits 

of them that slept.” 

By explaining things in gardening terms the perfect parallel is made; Jesus the seed was 

buried in the earth, (the act of planting a seed), He came to life and was raised up, He was the 

first fruit, and He was “the true vine” bearing fruit with seed in them, He was the first fruit tree, 

on the third day. This language usage is not accidental it is the description of the things said in 



the creation text. Now, in light of these highlighted scriptures, we will compare the messages of 

both to determine if we can easily see Jesus in Genesis. 

 

Genesis 1:9-13:      Jesus: 

The land brings forth the    Jesus was raised from the earth 

 the first fruit tree and fruit    the first fruits, the tree with 

 with seed in it after its own kind   fruit that had His seed in them  

 on day three      raised on the third day 

 

Thusly, we see the day-three-man “Jesus.” Jesus was planted by God in due season, and 

after three days the water of life brought forth the first fruit tree, bearing fruit with His seed in 

them, after His kind, on the third day. Was this the only day three man?  

1 Corinthians 15:44 “it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 

natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So also it is written, “The first man, Adam, 

became a living soul.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” 

 

What about this Adam who was also given the title son of God, Luke 3:38 “Which was 

the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of 

God.” Does this one Adam also have a day three event? 

We Genesis 2: 7 “then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the Lord 

God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 

And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight 

and good for food.” 

Genesis 1: 2 “God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply” 

Genesis 2: 15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it 

and keep it.”  

Genesis One:      Adam: 

dry land called earth   formed from the dust of the ground  

brought forth grass, bush, tree God planted a garden springing with trees 

trees are a fruitful                                commanded to be fruitful - made to keep 

garden                                                  the garden and work it 

 

When we compare the language of Adams creation to the same template in Genesis one, 

we see a lot of the same elements as we do with Jesus. We actually get another powerful 



association in this comparison with the introduction of Adam’s trees. God had made the trees 

spring up giving a parallel event with Israel, God’s covenant people. When Adam’s trees spring 

up, included in them was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and also the tree of life in 

which they were allowed free access to at the time of Genesis two. The eating of the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil was to result in death, which gives us the tree of death and life, in 

which Adam was made accountable. 

Genesis 2: 9 “And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is 

pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, hand the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” 

Genesis 2:17 “but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 

in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 

Just as with Adam the choice of life and death was given to Israel. The choice of life and 

death are concerning trees with Adam, and with Israel the choice determines the seed. 

Deuteronomy 30:19 “I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have 

set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore, choose life, that both thou and thy 

seed may live: 

Notice how much that parallels the creation story of Adam at his beginning as well. The 

choice of life or death by Israel is accompanied by the “calling heaven and earth” and with Adam 

it is just the same. 

Genesis 2:4 “This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, 

in the day that the Lord God made earth and heaven”. (only seven verses later, life and death 

choice) 

Notice also how both of these events then bring us back to Jesus, with the use of death 

and curse language being added to the day-three-man imagery. Adam, and Israel were under a 

covenant that, determined by their choices, set their covenantal position before God. When they 

were obedient and faithful, they had life and blessing, when they weren’t they were under death 

and curse. The cry of the new testament is how Jesus overthrew the curse. How did he redeem 

Israel from the curse? Jesus was hung on a TREE. 

Galatians 3:13 “Christ took away the curse the law put on us. He changed places with us 

and put himself under that curse. It is written in the Scriptures, “Anyone whose body is 

displayed on a tree is cursed.” 

Adam, the covenant man. Jesus the covenant man. Israel the covenant man then should 

also have a day three.  

Deuteronomy 31: 30 “Then Moses spoke in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the 

words of this song, until they were complete:” 



Deuteronomy 32:1 “Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the 

words of my mouth. 2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, My speech shall distil as the dew, As 

the small rain upon the tender herb, And as the showers upon the grass:” 

This event perfectly outlines the conditions Adam was facing right before he was placed 

into the garden of God.  

Genesis 2:5 “When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the 

field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was 

no man to work the ground, 6 and a mist was going up from the land and was watering the whole 

face of the ground— 7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust…” 

Both again using the “Heaven and Earth” title, Adam and Israel. Both have the waters 

and both reference day three growth, the grass, and the herb. Both Adam and Israel display a 

parallel account of the creation at their inclusion into the covenant of God, as both of them 

follow the pattern in the template we read in Genesis one. We see Jesus has this same language 

applied to Him at the start of His covenant as well.  

Genesis 1:11 “And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and 

the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.” 

 

Covenant Language: follow the seed 

• the earth brought forth grass, herb bush, and trees with seed 

• man was given choice how to keep that seed alive 

• man fell incurring death, and the seed was to bring restitution (Noah) 

• the seed made its way to Abraham, and the promise was given to re-institute the 

kingdom covenant of Adam 

• the seed made its way to Jacob/Israel by inheritance who were made covenant 

people and established the same as Adam 

• Israel like Adam also fell incurring death and the seed was dispatched to bring 

them restitution (Jesus) 

• Jesus the seed, manifest in full, removing the curse, producing fruit – for all time 

It should be clear, even if one doesn’t agree with any conclusions or connections 

considered in this article, we need to acknowledge that this language that spans from cover to 

cover and relates to the main narrative, needs to be considered and addressed. These motifs 

discussed here are but a mere fragment of conjoining texts, all with similar word usage and 

context.  

This language is the foundation of the law, prophetic literature and covenant issues. The 

word usage of Jesus and His apostles show that they also, not only understood the same things in 

their writings by the word usages in their letters. We can logically assume the recipients of their 

writings also related in those terms as they were assumed to be able to understand the themes 

being presented to them.  



Skipping over this important hermeneutic of covenant language, in which we just 

scratched the surface and only looked at just a few words, as we should see the potential impact 

this would have to understanding the whole of scripture. 

Consider, especially, prophecy and the working out of that covenant language in the book 

of Revelation. Let’s us take just a small peek by starting in Isaiah and work our way to 

Revelation to see if this covenant language, that shows us Jesus in Genesis, will reveal anything 

about the end? 

 

Genesis 1:9 “And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into 

one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the 

waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.” 

11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout grass, herb yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing 

fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth…13 the third day.” 

 

 

Isaiah 40:6 “A voice says, “Call out.” Then he answered, “What shall I call out?” All 

flesh is grass, and all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower 

fades, When the breath of the Lord blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 8 The grass 

withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.”  

Isaiah 44:1 “But now listen, O Jacob, My servant, And Israel, whom I have chosen: 2 

Thus says the Lord who made you and formed you from the womb, who will help you, ‘Do not 

fear, O Jacob My servant; And you Jeshurun whom I have chosen. 3‘For I will pour out water 

on the thirsty land And streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring 

And My blessing on your descendants; 4 And they will spring up among the grass like poplars 

(poplar trees) by streams of water.”  

 Isaiah 51:12 “I, even I, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you should be afraid 

Of a man who will die, And of the son of a man who will be made like grass?  

 

 

Revelation 7: 2 “Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the 

seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given 

power to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we 

have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.” 

Revelation 8:7 “The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with 

blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all 

green grass was burnt up.  



Revelation 9:4 “They were commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green 

thing, or any tree, but only those men who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 

Revelation 22: 3 “And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the 

Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name 

shall be on their foreheads.” 

 

 

1 Peter 1: 23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but 

imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 24 For, “All flesh is like 

grass, And all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, And the flower falls off, 25 

But the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word which was preached to you.” 

 

I hope I have achieved some of the aim of this article, which was to open up people to ask 

questions, to generate conversation about Genesis concerning audience relevance, and raise 

awareness of these important biblical issues…with thanks to Martin Luther’s suggestion of, 

scripture should interpret scripture. 
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